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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth 
below. The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. -13. (cancelled). 

14. (currently amended) A method of franking and processing 
pageei sdeHveries. comprising the steps of: 

- receiving at a dispatch service a parcel franking reques t from a 
customer relating to an anticipated delivery from the customer to a recipient 
said request comprising gaseel-delivery dat a including an address of the 
recipient of the delivery: 

- generating a franking number for said pafee kteliverv in association 
with said delivery dat a, said franking number being humanly readable - and 
apjoeiated with onid d e livery data ; 

- storing said franking number and said associated d elivery data in a 
database; and 

- assigning a validity time period to said franking number; 

- transferring said franking number from the dispatch service to the 
customer for application by the customer in human readable form to the 
delivery so that the delivery to be transported bv the dispatch service carries 
said franking number and said recipient address: and 

- using said franking number during processing of said delivery to 
access said delivery data in said database to determine whether a read recipient 
address on said delivery corresponds to said delivery data associated with said 
frankmgqun^e r. 

15. (currently amended) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the steps of; 

: if a corresponding valid entry is determined in said database, further 
processing said delivery and marking said entry as invalid: and 
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- if no corresponding, entry is found in the database, rejecting said 
delivery 

- after said parcel has boon introduced in t o a maitotr&anV roading sai d 
franking numb e r and delivery data and locating o aid finnlcmg number and 
delivery data within said databas e* 

initiating handling of said poroel and expiration of said time poriod if 
said franking number and delivery data are located; and 

- r e j e oting s aid parcel if said franking number and deliv e ry data are n et 
located or said tim e period io expired . 

16. (previously presented) The method according to claim 15, wherein said 
step of receiving further comprises the step of receiving payment means data and 
further comprising the step of verifying said payment means. 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, wherein said 
franking number comprising a select number of alphanumeric characters. 

19. (previously presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein an 
initial alphanumeric character is a franking symbol. . . 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (currently amended) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step of applying a machine readable code to said paaeel -deli very if said 
franking number and delivery data are located within said database. 

22. (currently amended) The method according to. claim 4?14, further 
comprising the step of validating said delivery a ddres s of said recipient of the 

delivery . 

23. (currently amended) The mefhod according to claim 22, wherein said 
step of validating further comprises the steps of: 
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- consulting an address for forwarding database; 

- finding a match between said doliverv a ddress of said recipient pf the 
delivery and said address for forwarding; and 

- if a match is found, substituting a forwarding address for said delivery 
address of said recipient _ 

24. (currently amended) . The method according to claim 25, further 
fcomprising the step of informing a condor of oaid paroel s aid customer of said 
forwarding address if a match is found. 

25. (currently amended) &eThe method according to claim 22, wherein 
said step of validating further comprises the steps of: 

- determining if said destination addres s of said recipient is formatted for 
optical character recognition; and 

- informing n parcel s e nd e r said customer i f said d e stination - a ddress of 
said recipient i s not formatted for optical character recognition and how said 
address could be formatted for optical character recognition. 

26. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step of recording franking costs. 

27. (currently amended) The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step of tracking said pagee Meliverv through said mail stream via said 
franking number. 

28. (currently amended) The method according to claim 15, further 
comprising the step of tracking said pafsri rdehverv t hrough said mail stream via said 
franking number. 

29. (currently amended) The method according to claim 27, further 
comprising the steps of: 

- determining a cost for said parcel delivery b ased at least upon said 
pftfeete -cfeliverv's t ravel through said mainstream; and 

4 

PACE 8/14 « RCVD AT 2/19/2007 9:45:16 AM [Eastern Standard Time} * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:2738300 - CSID:4077366440 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-20 



FEB. 1 9.2007 10:00AM 407-736-6440 



NO. 5840 . P. 9 



2001P05313WOUS 
Walter Rosenbaum et aL 

- charging said cost to a-fiender of caid naroo ls aid customer . 

30. (currently amended) The method according to claim 29, wherein said 
step of detennining a cost further comprises the step of determining a cost based upon 
at least one of weight, size and class of service of said paree kielivery . 

3 1 . (withdrawn) A method of franking and posting a parcel comprising 
the steps of: 

- generating a franking request, said franking request comprising parcel 
delivery data; 

- receiving a franking number, said franking number being humanly 
readable, associated with said delivery data, and stored in a database for a 
limited validity time; 

- printing said franking number on an address face of said parcel; and 

- delivering said parcel to a mailstream entry point. 

32. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 31, wherein said step of 
delivering is made such that after delivery, delivery data is scanned and said limited 
validity time is expired. 

33. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 31, further comprising 
the step of printing identifying characters on said address face, said characters 
identifying said parcel as electronic post. 

34. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 31, wherein said 
franking number comprises a plurality of alpha numeric characters. 

3.5. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 34, wherein a first of 
said alphanumeric characters is a franking symboL 

36. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 31, further comprising 
the step of transmitting said franking request to a franking provider. 
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37. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 36, wherein said 
transmitting is performed over the Internet 

38. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 36, wherein said 
flanking number is received via the Internet. 

39. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 36, wherein said parcel 
delivery data comprises a destination address. 

40. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 31, further comprising 
the step of receiving addressor information confirmation from said franking provider. 

41. (withdrawn) The method according to claim 31, further comprising 
the step of receiving addressor information formatting confirmation. 
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